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PREFACE

"North Kent marshes including Upchurch. ..
.. .A thorough study of the industry is long
overdue.”™ V.G. Swan (1978, 16).

The single paragraph in "Pottery in Roman
Britain™ provided the original justification for this work.
The Upchurch marshes lie in Northern Kent and have been a centre
of curiosity for those interested in Romano-British pottery
for over two centuries. In more recent times, the marshland
bordering the estuary of the river Thames has also yielded
pottery production sites. In 1982, whilst undertaking an
undergraduate research project, I realised that the state of
knowledge concerning these industries was derived from a
series of notes on amateur excavations and a handful of general
pottery works: each of which relied on 1ts predecessors for
guidance. The origins of the popular image of Upchurch or
Thameside pottery can be traced directly to nineteenth century
antiquarianism. This image i1s not substantially incorrect, but
thus far the evidence supporting i1t has remained largely
unexamined. This study i1s based on a postgraduate thesis
submitted for the degree of PhD at the London University
Institute of Archaeology in 1986.

The completion of the thesis upon which this book was based
owed much to the assistance and interest of many people in Kent,
including I. Jackson, R.F. Hutchings, A. Miles, E.P. Connell,
the late P.R, Payne, D. Kelly, M_1. Moad, D.A. French, C. St.J.
Breen, I, Gerrard, M. Green, the late S_.R. Harker, A_F. Allen,
N.C. McPherson-Grant, M. Taylor, D. Perkins, P. Hayes, T.
Beswick, D. White, G.A.N. Davies, M.A. Ocock, O.A. Foster, C.
Brown, G. Dockrell, the Bucknall family, L. Batchelor.

Substantial help was given by those outside the county,
including R. Reece, V.G. Swan, B. Davies, B. Richardson, R.S.
Jeffries, R.J. Pollard, S. Pierrepoint, C.R. Orton, S.
Hamilton, R. Birss, M.J. Hammerston, M.J. Stone, G. Marsh, D,
Waite, V. Rigby, I. Thompson, C, Johns, C. Going, P. Johnson,
R. White, J. Dore, T. Cowie, A. King, P. Moffat, M. Rhodes,
B. Illet-Fleury, K. Thomas.

Practical assistance in completing the photographs and
manuscript was given by S. Laidlaw, J.N. Dance and my wife,
Linda.

I would 1like to dedicate the work to the memory of my
father, Sidney Monaghan (1934-1982).

Jason Monaghan
Guernsey 1987
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